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Mitigating the short and 

medium-term impacts of the 

Covid-19 lockdown on food security and 

livelihoods for smallholder farmers and 

their immediate communities.

Putting in place some of the building blocks for 

long-term recovery.

Ensuring that protocols and auxillary resources 

are in place to guide safe farming and food 

production activities.

How Siyazisiza is responding to COVID - 19
The Covid-19 Lockdown in South Africa is anticipated to have a long-term negative impact on food availability and access to food in the poorest communities as well 
as the informal food economy and ultimately on community and household health. Furthermore; access to food in rural communities will be negatively impacted 
on due to a decrease of remittances from migrant workers, an influx of people back to rural areas as job losses take effect, instability in the informal food supply 
chain, increasing food prices and reduced access to support services. The lockdown is particularly hard felt by smallholder farmers who have limited access to inputs, 
transportation, finance and extension services at the best of times.

Siyazisiza’s response  strategy includes:
Food in the Ground: Working with its existing networks of smallholder farmers in 
Kwazulu-Natal, Mpumalanga and Eastern Cape, Siyazisiza is assisting communities 
to get access to both seed and seedlings. Through its own seedling nurseries, local 
commercial nurseries, and seed suppliers, the Trust is gearing up sourcing and delivery 
of a range of quality seed and seedlings to its farming collectives and communities. 
Health and Nutrition: Health and nutrition is being prioritised and will include 
promoting indigenous, drought tolerant, wild and medicinal plants and diversified 
food production. Immediate focus will be given to plants and natural resources which 
are readily available to communities. 
“Low-Contact” Supply Chain Coordination: The Trust is 
implementing a range of measures and upgrading/repurposing 
existing infrastructure that enables it to support farmers whilst 
at the same time maintaining policies of social distancing, 
mitigating exposure to risk and spread and improving food safety 
measures. 
Information Collection and Collation: To underpin its response, 
the Trust is improving and better structuring its data collection 
systems to collect and collate information from the ground in 
order to track impacts (of both the virus and response efforts) so 
as to guide strategy, direction and focus. 

To learn more about Siyazisiza or to support our work go to 
www.siyazisiza.org.za or contact info@siyazisiza.org.za


